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The Impact of Local Attachments
WHY TEXANS FOUGHT IN NEW MEXICO DURING THE CIVIL WAR

Charles D. Grear

On

12

May

1862,

the Houston Tn-Weekly Telegraph warned Texans:

The Federals have us surrounded and utterly shut in by their territory,
with the privilege of fighting us off from commerce with the Pacific
as well as with Northern Mexico. They confine slave territory within
a boundary that will shut us out of 3/4 of the underdeveloped territory
of the continent adapted to slavery. They also render it utterly out of
the question in future years to take advantage of the changes in our
neighboring Republic and add to our Confederacy those rich states
of Mexico, so necessary to our future development. They destroy
all prospect of a railroad to the Pacific for us, and thus make our
commerce forever tributary to them. We must have and keep ... [New
Mexico] at all hazards.'
Here was the rationale, even rallying cry, for the Texas invasion of the Far
Southwest on behalf of the Confederate States of America. Before and during
the American Civil War, the Texans' belief that the acquisition of New Mexico
was crucial to their state's future prosperity motivated them to attempt the
conquest of the Union territory to the west.

Charles D. Grear is an Assistant Professor of History at Prairie View A&M University. He is the
author of Why Texans Fought in the Civil War (Texas A&M University Press,

2010)

and editor

of The Fate ofTexas: The Civil Warand the Lone Star State (University of Arkansas Press, 2008).
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This article explores the historical forces that inspired individual Texans
to join the Confederate Army of New Mexico, also known as Sibley's Brigade, and to invade the Union territory of New Mexico in 1861 and 1862.
The purpose of this study is not to examine every motivation that influenced
Texans to enlist in Sibley's Brigade. Instead, it will examine the impact of
local attachments on the men's decisions to enlist and fight in New Mexico.
Obviously, these influences, as with most others, did not apply to every man in
the brigade. As is the case with all units in every conflict, not all the men had
a choice in joining this expedition. The exceptions were the men transferred
into the brigade by Texas governor Edward Clark and those coerced and lied
to by desperate captains from standing units destined for Missouri, Tennessee, and Virginia. Yet, on some occasions, men were enticed individually to
join Sibley's expedition by the simple charisma or monetary incentives of
recruiting officers, or by the influence of local attachments.
Most Civil War scholars have concluded that the defense of hearth and
home was a primary motivation pushing soldiers, both Union and Confederate, to the military front during the war. No scholar, however, has clearly
defined the concept hearth and home or examined the complexity of it as
a motivation for soldiers. In this study, hearth and home is essentially a collection of attachments that people develop throughout their lifetime. The
concept attachments embraces issues that most concerned the soldiers: their
families, immediate and extended; their friends; their birthplace, former and
current homes, and other places of personal significance; and their way oflife
including occupations, pastimes, slavery,and social status.?Fighting for those
attachments directly and indirectly influenced the Texans who fought with
Sibley's Brigade, which the Confederacy organized specifically to campaign
in and conquer New Mexico.'
Historians have written extensively on Sibley's expedition. The earliest
comprehensive studies include Robert L. Kerby's Confederate Invasion of
New Mexico and Arizona, 1861-1862 (1958) and Martin Hardwick Hall's

Sibley's New Mexico Campaign (196o) and Confederate Army of New Mexico
(1978). Jerry D. Thompson produced biographies ofkey expedition leaders
Col. John Robert Baylor and Brig. Gen. Henry Hopkins Sibley in 1971 and
1987, respectively. During the 199os,Alvin M. [osephy Jr. connected Sibley's
campaign to the Civil War in the Far West, and Donald S. Frazier incorporated the invasion into the context of the larger war and the United States.
Thomas S. Edrington, John Taylor, and Don E. Alberts added volumes on
the specific battles, Valverde and Glorieta, fought by the Confederate and
Union forces in New Mexico in 1862. Several historians also published diaries, memoirs, and letters written by soldiers who served in Sibley's Brigade.
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The earliest entry in this primary literature was Rebels on the Rio Grande:

The Civil War Journals ofA. B. Peticolas (1984) edited by Alberts. During the
1990S and early 2000S, Thompson edited two journals and one collection of
recollections by men of Sibley's Brigade. Most recently John P. Wilson has
published other important primary-source collections including When the

Texans Came: Missing Records {rom the Civil Warin the Southwest, 1861-1862
(2001) and, with Thompson, The Civil War in West Texas and New Mexico:
The Lost Letterbook of Brigadier General Henry Hopkins Sibley (2001). Despite the extensive study of Sibley's New Mexico campaign, some aspects of
the expedition, such as why ordinary Texans would venture so far west into
a forbidding desert to fight the Union Army, still remain unexamined in any
detail. The object of this article is to explore in depth those motivations.'
When the Civil War began in 1861, many Texans enlisted in units destined
to fight in Confederate armies in Virginia, while others joined outfits that
would defend their state closer to home either in Arkansas or on the Texas
coast. Not all Texans, however, harbored defensive intentions. Some, notably
those who composed Sibley's Brigade, joined an explicitly offensive operation. Before the war, Sibley, who became the overall commander of the New
Mexico campaign, had served in the U.S. Army in New Mexico-his frontier
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station when he resigned his commission in spring 1861. After the opening
shots of the Civil War, he presented Confederate president Jefferson Davis
with a plan to raise Texas troops for the invasion, capture, and occupation of
the Far Southwest for the South. Davis approved his plan because it would
bring the people and the resources of the territories into the Confederate
States of America. Sibley publicly declared his intention to march troops to
New Mexico; most Texas soldiers who enlisted in his brigade knew what its
mission entailed.'
Sibley officially stated that he wanted to capture only New Mexico,
but many of his troops alluded to other larger plans. Some Texans boasted
that, after taking New Mexico, they would continue on to California and
northern Mexico. They claimed that Sibley's main objective was to capture
California, so that the Confederacy could divert Union gold into its treasury
and circumvent the northern blockade of southern ports by acquiring two
others, San Diego and San Francisco, on the Pacific Ocean. Theophilus
Noel of the Seventh Texas Mounted Volunteers believed thatthe destination
of Sibley's Brigade was Tucson, Arizona, where the regiment would meet
southern sympathizers from California and "switch off down in and take
Sonora, Chihuahua, Durango, and Tamaulipas in Mexico and add them to
the Confederacy." Trevanion T. Teel of Sibley's Brigade wrote, "As soon as
the Confederate army should occupy the Territory of New Mexico, an army
of advance would be organized, and 'On to San Francisco' would be the
watchword." 7 That Brigadier General Sibley secretly held these ambitions
is historical speculation at this time, but his men clearly wanted to conquer
the American Southwest for Texas and the Confederacy. On a larger scale,
they also sought to fulfill an old dream of the antebellum South - extend its
form of slavery to Central America and the Caribbean islands-and create
a southern slave empire, which would help ensure a bright future for Texas."
How did fighting for attachments influence these men to enlist in Sibley's
endeavor to capture New Mexico and potentially the entire Far Southwest
and northern Mexico? Given that they belonged to the state located farthest
from the seat of the Confederate government, Texans contemplated more
options for where they wanted to serve the Confederacy than the common
southern soldier. Some men rushed off to the East to protect their extended
families and the old hometowns they left behind when they migrated to
Texas. Other Texans decided to fight in the cis-Mississippi theater by joining
John B. Hood's Texas Brigade, Benjamin F. Terry's Texas Rangers, and the
Seventh and Ninth Texas Infantry. The Texans serving there, and especially
soldiers in Sibley's Brigade, differed from those who went east in many
respects. Generally, soldiers who fought west of the Mississippi River had a
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stronger attachment to the Lone Star State than other Texans who marched
east. Their roots-family, friends, livelihood-in the state were measurably
deeper. In other words, the locality that the men of Sibley's Brigade identified
with the most was the state of Texas. Many of these troops, although born
in places outside Texas, had spent their childhood in the state or had lived
there longer than their peers who fought in other theaters.
Length of residence in the state is one measure of a soldier's attachment
to Texas. Historians can deduce soldiers' origins from two critical sources: the

Texas Confederate Home Roster, which provides detailed background histories
of southern men and women who visited Confederate Homes in Texas for
medical care; and Hall's Confederate Army ofNew Mexico, which examines
the backgrounds of the regimental and company officers of Sibley's Brigade.
The average length of time the men of Sibley's Brigade had resided in Texas
before the Civil War was thirteen years. The soldiers in Terry's Texas Rangers
and Hood's Texas Brigade, two regiments that fought in the cis-Mississippi,
averaged only nine and a half years in Texas. Tellingly, 14.3 percent of the
men who fought in New Mexico had been born in Texas, and 26 percent
had moved to Texas with their families at the age of five or younger. The
combined figure suggests that 40. 3percent of Sibley's troops likely considered
Texas their native state. For Terry's Texas Rangers and Hood's Texas Brigade,
the respective combined totals of 22.4 percent and 20.2 percent indicate a
significantly lower level of attachment to Texas than that of the men who
fought with Sibley."
Local attachment fueled the dream of Texas conquest. Expanding Confederate territory to the south and west would ensure the security of Texas by
pushing southern enemies farther from its borders. The state would become
the corridor for travel between the Old South and the conquered territories
and would benefit economically through trade with them. Raw materials
extracted from Mexico and the Far Southwest, including the Pacific ports,
would flow through Texas to the Confederate states." Col. James Reily, commander of the Fourth Texas Mounted Volunteers, articulated this idea best:
"We must have Sonora and Chihuahua.... With Sonora and Chihuahua we
gain Southern [lower] California, and by a railroad to Guaymas render our
State of Texas the great highway of nations." When the Civil War erupted,
the deep roots of Sibley's men in Texas translated directly into an offensive
war to advance the economic prospects of the South and, more importantly,
of Texas.
Six units, predominantly Texans, comprised Sibley's Brigade. In the war's
initial months, the first regiment organized to fight in the West was the Second
Texas Mounted Volunteers. Its mission was to occupy the forts abandoned by
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federal soldiers in February and March 1861 after Brig. Gen. David E. Twiggs
surrendered the Department of Texas to the state authorities. The prospects
of fighting Indians on Texas's northern and western frontiers and defending
the settlements motivated many Texans who enlisted in the Second Texas
Mounted Volunteers. Enrique B. D'Hamel, a Cuban immigrant who joined
the unit, stated, "[M]ost of the men had been Indian fighters." Months later
Sibley organized the Fourth, Fifth, and Seventh Texas Mounted Volunteers
for the sole purpose of invading New Mexico. Once Sibley and his men
reached southern New Mexico, the Second Texas Mounted Volunteers joined
his ranks along with the Arizona Rangers and Arizona Cuards."
Decades before the war, Texans established "ranging companies" to quell
Indian raids. Professional Indian fighting evolved from this service. By 1856 the
encroachment of white settlement into northern and western Texas increased
the hostilities of Comanches and some Apaches, Kiowas, and Kickapoos. In
response the US. Army increased the number of its mounted units to protect
the ranches and homes in frontier areas. The withdrawal of US. Army units,
cavalry included, from Texas forts in early 1861 emboldened the Comanches
to push many settlers from the frontier into central and East Texas." The men
of the Second Texas enlisted to push Native Americans back to the west and,
in many cases, to eliminate this threat to their homes in West Texas, to Texas
expansion, and to their own future.
Baylor, commander of a Second Texas detachment stationed in Arizona,
represented those Texans who desired to continue fighting Indians during
the Civil War. Born in Paris, Kentucky, in 1822, Baylor moved to frontier
Weatherford, Texas, in 1840. Like most men living on the frontier, Baylor
battled Indians who raided the settlements for plunder and war. When Baylor
moved to Parker County in 1855, he received a commission as special agent
to Comanches living at the Brazos Indian Agency. The Comanches took
advantage of Baylor, a lenient supervisor at best, to commit numerous raids
and murder many frontiersmen living around the Brazos agency. Ineffective
management led to Baylor's dismissal. He blamed the Comanches for ruining
his career, and he cultivated a deep-seated hatred toward all Native Americans.
This enmity led to his new career as an Indian fighter in the years before
the Civil War. Although not Baylor's sole reason for joining the Confederate
army, serving in Arizona and New Mexico gave him and other frontiersmen
the opportunity to continue fighting Indians without the interference of the
US. Army and the legal protections provided to Indians by the reservation
system in Texas."
When the Civil War began, Baylor received a commission as lieutenant colonel of the Second Texas Mounted Volunteers. After accepting his appointment,
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he requested that his regiment serve on the frontier because he was familiar
with the terrain. The state of Texas gave Baylor the power to deal with Native
Americans as he saw fit. In this position, he could secure frontier forts. John
H. Brown, a state legislator serving on a committee formed to study problems
of placing Indians on reservations, offered instruction and encouragement:
"Now, Baylor, let me adjure you without hesitation, to secure frontier forts
to take this position of Lieut. Colonel. It is, bear in mind, an endorsement
of you by the State of Texas.... With 2000 mounted men surely the Indians
can be exterminated and peace given our people.f"
This order deeply gratified Baylor. With his detachment of men from the
Second Texas Mounted Volunteers, he vigorously sought to fulfill it." While
stationed in Arizona Territory, Baylor and his men planned to ambush the
Apaches in the region surrounding the Pinos Altos mines during a meeting
with the Indians. His design was to kill all the men who came to the site and
sell their women and children into slavery to offset the cost of the potential
massacre. In another instance, he plotted to give Native Americans poisoned
flour. Although these plans ultimately never developed, the actions ofBaylor
and the Second Texas demonstrated their desire to continue the fight, started
decades before the Civil War, against Native Americans on the frontier and
eliminate a serious threat to the Lone Star State."
The Second Texas occupied the abandoned forts in West Texas and had
started campaigning against the Indians when recruiters for the three original
regiments of Sibley's Brigade began enlisting troops in August 1861. Sibley's
recruiters raised most of the companies after the first major rush of Texans
joined Confederate units destined to serve east of the Mississippi River. That
initial wave of enlistments depleted many counties of fighting-age men.
Those males who remained behind expressed or demonstrated the strongest
attachment to the Lone Star State: They stayed behind to defend their state.
Once they realized that Texas would likely be safe from Union invasion, they
looked toward securing its political and economic future.
The recruitment of Sibley's regiments drew men less from specific communities than general regions, mostly eastern and central Texas. Prior to the
organization of Sibley's Brigade, most Confederate units formed from the
bottom up, beginning their organization at the company level. Companies
next combined themselves into regiments and regiments into brigades. The
organization of the companies raised for the New Mexico campaign was
different: Sibley's Brigade formed from the top down. The state of Texas
commissioned brigade and regimental commanders before any men enlisted
into company ranks. To hasten recruitment, Sibley established a contract
system that granted a captain's commission to those individuals who recruited
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enough men to form a company. A failed recruiter simply enlisted as a private.
The prospective captains attracted a lot of men, sometimes with dubious
methods. They occasionally bribed Texans already in standing units raised
to fight elsewhere to join the New Mexico campaign. IS
The prospect of fighting alongside family and friends also influenced Texans to join Sibley's Brigade. Soldiers in units with members of their kinship
groups or social circles shared similar interests in the war's outcome. The
bonds of family and friendship that forged together Sibley's units also established a potential safety net for the soldiers should they become wounded,
injured, or ill. Many men transferred from other units to Sibley's Brigade for
this purpose. As a future company of the Fourth Texas Mounted Rifles passed
through Huntsville, Henry C. Wright remarked on meeting his friend John
T. Pope: "His father's family lived in Polk County and he had two uncles and
several cousins in our company, besides many friends of whom I perhaps was
the closest. He had enlisted in a company there but he at once withdrew and
joined in with us, to my great delight."?
Another factor steering Texans to enlist in 1861 was the desire to defend
slavery. The institution of slavery had existed in Texas for-nearly forty years
prior to the start of the war. Although the slave trade had opened in Texas
before independence in 1836, the majority of Texas slaves came to the new
region with their masters from the Old South. This influx of slave owners and
their slaves facilitated southern culture's dominance in Texas, and the state
quickly developed an economic dependence on the "peculiar institution/'"
As slavery became more commonplace in the Lone Star State, Texans
increasingly understood that the institution would playa vital role in their
state's agricultural economy following the war. Texas's agriculture became
profitable in the 1840S and 1850S due to the bondsmen's toil, convincing the
majority of Texas economic leaders that the peculiar institution was a boon
to the state. Editor Charles DeMorse advocated the expansion of slavery in
the columns of his newspaper, the Clarksville Standard: "We want more
slaves-we need them.... We care nothing for ... slavery as an abstraction - but we desire the practicality, the increase of our productions; the
increase of the comforts and wealth of the populations; and if slavery, or
slave labor, or Negro Apprentice labor ministers to this, why that is what we
want.'?' Texans associated slavery with the economic prosperity of their state
and, more importantly, of their families and homes.
Texans saw opportunities in slavery but they also knew that the system had
constraints. They noticed that the productivity of the slaves had increased in
the decade before the Civil War. The expansion of white settlement across
the state, especially in the north-central plains, offered the institution room to
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grow. Plantations, however, were clustered largely in East Texas. Slaveholders
realized that insufficient rainfall made the land west of the Cross Timbers
unsuitable for black bondage and cotton production. The close proximity
of Mexico was another obstacle that threatened slavery outside East Texas:
a planter's "property" could escape across the international border. Despite
being confined to East Texas in 1860, slaveholders and aspiring slaveholders
alike looked forward to expanding slavery to land suitable for cotton production in the Far Southwest and northern Mexico.f Sibley's campaign was one
step toward actualizing an imperial dream.
Racial fears, a byproduct of slavery at midcentury, also motivated Texans
to join Sibley's army. White Texans tied the viability of their political rights
and personal liberty to the subjugation of the black population. As slave
numbers increased in Texas, so did white racial anxiety. From 1840 to 1860, for
instance, the growth of the slave population in Austin elevated white residents'
fear of slave insurrections. As was typical in urban slavery, blacks in Austin
"assumed liberties and displayed an independence that violated the prevailing concept of race relations: white supremacy and black servitude.'?' The
ever-present fear of a slave revolt or emancipation was not limited to Austin
but plagued white Texans across the state. Their anxieties never reached the
heights of fear experienced by, for example, white South Carolinians, but
Texans dreaded the abolition of slavery, which would upset their state's and
families' economies and their own imperial ambitions. Texans also worried
that emancipation would precipitate social chaos - black freedmen roaming
the countryside who might possibly slay their families and friends."
The specter of black emancipation inspired the common soldier-poor
white and nonslave owner alike - in other ways.Although most white Texans
owned no slaves, the institution of slaverydefined their lives, especially elevating them above black slaves in the social hierarchy of the South and Texas.
They worried that abolition would undermine that social order and force
poor whites to compete with the freedmen in society and the labor market.
The so-called "Texas Troubles," a series of fires that erupted in summer 1860
and were wrongly blamed on abolitionists, intensified these concerns. White
southerners generally believed that only in a slave society could they feel free
and enjoy their liberty. As long as blacks in the South remained subjugated,
white southerners, no matter how poor or unrefined, would occupy the rung
",;"

above them in the social hierarchy."
Texans tied the perpetuation and expansion of slaveryto the security of their
state, hometowns, and families. Maintaining the slave order would guarantee
that the localities to which they were attached would flourish in safety. In the
Austin Texas State Gazette, John Marshall wrote, "It is essential to the honor
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and safety of every poor white man to keep the negro in his present state of
subordination and discipline/'" Teel expressed the motivation slavery provided
the men in Sibley's Brigade: "California had to be conquered, so that there
would be an outlet for slavery ... with New Mexico, Arizona, California,
and Utah there would be plenty of room for the extension of slavery, which
would greatly strengthen the Confederate States.?" Even Charles S. Taylor,
a native of England and member of the Second Texas Mounted Volunteers,
enlisted because he had "heard the abolitionists were going to take Ft. Bliss.'?"
Most Texans fought not so much for the labor system of slavery as for the
social order the institution provided to Texas and the South. Fighting for this
cause legitimized the actions of the soldier who was furthering the goals and
interests of southern society including his family."
The personal background of the individual soldiers also contributed to
their decision to fight in New Mexico. Sibley's men boasted a wide variety of
histories. Some had fought for Texas independence, and others had experienced personal tragedy. Surprisingly, many had an attachment to the North.
Tom Green, colonel of the Fifth Texas Mounted Volunteers, epitomized
Texan soldiers. Although born in Buckingham County, Virginia, in 1814, he
was three years old when his family moved to Tennessee, where he lived until
adulthood. On Christmas Day 1835, Green entered Texas to fight in its war
for independence from Mexico. Spending most of his adult life in Texas, he
developed a powerful bond to the Lone Star State and never stopped defending his adopted land."
Personal calamity also drove men to join Sibley's expedition. William
Randolph Howell, for example, had been unlucky. Born and raised in South
Carolina, Howell moved to Texas at eighteen years of age after attending
Furman University in South Carolina. The Civil War erupted one year after
he arrived. Wanting to defend his native state of South Carolina, Howell
joined the Fourth Texas Infantry, which had orders to march to Virginia.
Howell, however, fell ill and had to remain in Texas. Unfortunately for him,
the Confederate government then prohibited any more Texans from joining
the three infantry regiments in Virginia. His opportunity to fight in the East
was lost. After recovering from his illness, Howell wanted to join another unit
that promised adventure and combat. He knew that his last chance to fight
Yankees early in the war would be found in Sibley's Brigade."

An emotional cataclysm struck Alfred B. Peticolas. Born and raised in RiCh-:.~,
mond, Virginia, he had moved to Victoria, Texas, in October 1859. Although he
~
had a deep attachment to his home state, he refused to flyto the defense of the
Confederate capital in Richmond. A girl back east had rebuffed his proposal

of marriage. His heartache impelled him to march as far as possible from the

FALL2010

source of his pain while still fighting for the South. Sibley's Brigade promised
to take him to the Far Southwest, which fulfilled his requirernents.F
Place of birth also influenced some soldiers' decisions to enlist in Sibley's
New Mexico expedition. A significant number of troops in Sibley's Brigade
had a strong attachment to places or regions outside the South. Of the
enlistees in Sibley's Brigade, 10.5 percent were born in the North and 11.7
percent were foreign born, the majority from Europe, especially Germany.
Two companies of the Fourth Texas Mounted Volunteers in Sibley's Brigade were composed solely of Germans. A few enlistees were from Canada,
Mexico, and Cuba. The percentage of northern- or foreign-born troops was
significantly lower in other Texas units, such as Terry's Texas Rangers and
the Grapevine Volunteers, the latter becoming the nucleus of the Seventh
Kentucky Cavalry Regiment. In Terry's Texas Rangers, only 4.25 percent of
the men were born outside the South. Among the Grapevine Volunteers,
which was raised primarily in the area of Grapevine, Texas, only 5 percent
listed birthplaces in free states and only

1

percent noted a place of birth

outside the United States."
Texans with strong connections to the North risked losing their homes,
businesses, farms, and way oflife if they refused to fight in the state's armies.
To navigate around that pressure, men in that position could decide to serve
in the theater that would best suit their interests and minimize the risk of
fighting, maiming, or killing men from their native region or country. The
Far Southwest offered conflicted men a palatable service option. A few
commanding officers in Sibley's regiments faced this predicament. Colonel
Reily of the Fourth Texas Mounted Volunteers and later of the Frontier Regiment was born in Ohio and moved to Texas during the Texas Revolution

(1835-1836). Col. William Steele, Lt. Col. John Schuyler Sutton, and Sgt.
Morgan Wolfe Merrick of the Seventh Texas Mounted Volunteers were all
born in New York."
Edward T. Burrowes was possibly the best example of a northern-born
Texan fighting for the Confederacy." He was from New Jersey, but Burrowes
developed a deep attachment to Texas by "tending to his little stock of Cattle
faithfully," purchasing land and erecting a house. To maintain his new way of
life, Burrowes decided to fight for the Confederacy, but at the same time, "he
loved his Mother, and the land of his Mother, [and] the Flag of that land" and
wanted to avoid killing Union soldiers from his former state. The torn man
finally concluded: "I love my country ... but all the boys are going.... I shall
not be likely to fight New Jerseymen in New Mexico.T"
Men with northern connections confronted difficult choices when the
Civil War broke out. Their new bonds to the Lone Star State and their desire

420? NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 85, NU MBER 4

to protect their new life convinced northern-born Texans to enlist in the Confederate Army. Joining units of Sibley's Brigade gave thern the opportunity
to fight in New Mexico, where they were far less likely to encounter Union
armies raised in their native states than they would in eastern theaters.
For men born in the South, relocation to the North diminished their attachments to their native region. J. W. DeWees of the Seventh Texas Mounted
Volunteers, born in Grayson County, Kentucky, in 1838, moved with his
parents to Wayne County, Illinois, when he was only a year old. DeWees
recalled his sense of separation from Kentucky: "When I was 17 years of age
my father and I visited my grandmother in Kentucky where I was born and
where my parents had a large connection of Kinsfolk.Our wearing apparel on
this occasion was principally made from raw material on my mother's loom
and spinning wheel, but old Kentucky had by this time outgrown many of
the former customs and our visit was not as enjoyable as it otherwise might
have been." DeWees's immediate family cut ties with their southern relatives.
Even with his connection to Kentucky severed, DeWees had a reason to
fight for the Confederacy. A year after his mother's death in 1858, DeWees
moved to Texas with his uncle and several neighborhood families and established a homestead in Wise County. When secession became an issue,
DeWees voted against it, but he later wrote, "When Texas went out of the
union I enlisted in a brigade of cavalry being made up at San Antonio, not
for the purpose ofkilling men, but that I might be able to see New Mexico
and Arizona as the object of the Sibley Expedition was to take and hold that
territory for the Confederacy till the close of the war."The desire for adventure
in the West motivated him to enlist in Sibley's Brigade."
While living and working in Texas, both northerners and foreign immigrants came under the influence of the southern culture that permeated the
Lone Star State. Bythe outbreak of the Civil War, they frequently shared with
native Texans a belief in southern ideals and practices, such as states' rights
and slavery.These concepts inspired young men to join southern armies and
influenced Texan outsiders to join Sibley's ranks. Henry C. Wright, born in
New York, did not arrive in Texas with his family until 1855 but later reminisced about his southern sentiments: "It took but a very little while for my
mind to grasp and appreciate the Southern ideas of the State's rights and the
white man's supremacy."38 Northern men in Texas realized the prevalence
of southern ideas in the state and adopted them.
Most foreign immigrants had no contact with southern culture before
they arrived in Texas. Their residence in the state exposed them to southern
culture and political rhetoric. In a letter to his family in Germany, Ferdinand
Boesel, a German in Sibley's ranks, blamed the war on the North, reasoning,
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"it is not fighting to save the Union, but rather to set 4 million blacks free, so
the blacks can subdue 6 million whites." He complained: "The blacks have
an easy life compared to a day laborer in Germany. Without slaves, the South
would be a desert, but with free blacks, no white man can live there.... We
are fighting for our rights; the Union is lost."?
Place of residence in Texas was another determinant of where a man born
outside the South would fight during the Civil War. Although these men
had attachments to Texas, they decided carefully whether they should enlist
and where they wanted to fight. The Texans who enlisted in Sibley's Brigade
came from all over Texas except the northern region. Other than the German
settlements on the frontier of the hill country, North Texas was the area of
the state with the highest percentage of northern-born residents expressing
Unionist ideals. Since Unionist sentiments were commonly heard among
north Texans, men from that region did not feel threatened by their communities for holding such convictions, unlike northerners and immigrants
in other regions of the Lone Star State.
The men surrounded by southern-born Texans felt pressure to enlist.
They contended with threats of ostracization and even violence from their
neighbors. Ferdinand Jacob Lindheimer, the editor of the German newspaper
Neu-Braunfelser Zeitung, urged the citizens of New Braunfels, Texas, to vote
for secession: "Since it is undeniably foreseeable that Texas will secede from
the Union ... all questions cease as to whether it would be to the advantage
of Germans here, if Texas secedes or stays in the Union. The only practical
question remaining is: How shall the Germans at secession of our State conduct themselvesi'"? Some men enlisted in Confederate armies to preserve
their home, family, and community.
Many Germans joined the ranks of the Confederate Army to prove their
loyalty to their state and the South but wanted to risk as little bodily harm as
possible. Reports of Baylor's bloodless victories early in the war-his seizure
of Mesilla, Arizona (present-day New Mexico), and capture of approximately
five hundred Union soldiers and three howitzers near San Augustin Springsseemed to con firm New Mexico as the least dangerous theater of the war. By
enlisting in Sibley's Brigade, Germans could allay the suspicion of their Anglo
neighbors, minimize the possibility of fighting Germans in Union armies,
limit their exposure to lethal combat, and protect their homes, families, and
way of Iife."
Finally, the notion of manifest destiny proved to be the most powerful
motivation for Texans to serve the Lone Star State in New Mexico. The
rhetoric ofAnglo expansionism - which advocated spreading democracy and
civilization across North America and the world-was well known to most
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Texans when the Civil War started; Texas had attempted to expand its borders
during the Republic Era-by invading New Mexico no less, in 1841.42 On
29 February 1860, the Dallas Herald stated, "Let these Texans range on the
Mexican Frontier and infuse some of the Anglo-Saxon ideas of progressiveness
into the stupid, leaden souls of the people-and then the world will notice a
change."?' A contributor to The Texas Almanac, 1857-1873: A Compendium
ofTexas History (1967) described Texans as "men who ... beat back, step by
step, the treacherous and bloody savage, and open the highways of civilization
into the unknown desert.?" By spreading their kind of Anglo-Saxon civilization, white Texans could extend the influence of their state in far-reaching
geographic, political, and economic terms."
For economic reasons, Texans wanted to acquire a port city on the Pacific
Ocean and thus secure their state's own passage to India or Asia-the sea
lane to world power and fabulous wealth. As early as September 1837, the
Columbia Telegraph and Texas Register, a newspaper in the then-capital of
Texas, stated, "The army of Texas will display its victorious banner west of the
Rio Grande, and when once its conquering march shall have commenced
... the roar of the Texan rifles shall mingle in unison with the thunders of
the Pacific.?" In order to reach the Pacific Ocean, Texas launched the Texan
Santa Fe Expedition of 1841 to enforce its claim to New Mexico territory east
of the Rio Grande. Although the expedition was a failure and embarrassment,
Texans still wanted to assert their state's claim to eastern New Mexico. All
subsequent efforts, even after the United States annexed the Republic of
Texas, failed, and Texans shifted their imperial focus to Latin America."
During antebellum statehood, many Texans shared the desire of southern
nationalists to expand the South and slavery into the Caribbean and Latin
America. The Austin State Gazette asked its readers, "Shall we not go on
in the attempt to acquire Cuba, and thus prepare the way for an inevitable
decree of destiny in the final annexation of the rest of the Antilles?"48 The

Gazette also declared: "The child of today will live to see the boundaries of a
Southern Republic gradually extended over Chihuahua, Sonora, and Lower
California. Our ships will whiten the Gulf of California and the Pacific as
well as of Mexico and the Atlantic."?" Texans wanted to take over Hispanic
territory because the Missouri Compromise had limited the expansion of
slavery into the unorganized areas of the United States, although the KansasNebraska Act repealed the Missouri Compromise in moratorium in 1854-50
The Knights of the Golden Circle, a powerful voice of southern manifest
destiny, fanned the flames of territorial conquest for slavery as the Civil
War approached. Founded by George Bickley in 1855, the Knights of the
Golden Circle wanted to "take up the line of march," to "take possession of
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[the] states of Tamaulipas, Neuava [sic] Leon, Coahuila, and Chihuahua,
and of them organize a Government, thereby forming ... a nucleus around
which our valiant Knights would soon rally." The object was to extend the
U.S. border and thus southern slavery into Latin America." Under Bickley's
leadership, the Knights of the Golden Circle wanted to establish Havana,
Cuba, as the center of a slave empire that would reach twelve hundred miles
in every direction. The proposed empire would include the Old South, the
Caribbean, all of Central America, and the northern tip of South America.
The South could then control "the cotton lands of Mexico" and "the rich
resources of Mexico and South American States." This land could "thus be
developed for the benefit of the Southern Confederacy.'V
Although the Knights of the Golden Circle existed throughout the South,
its strongest base of support was in Texas. Not only was the group headquartered in San Antonio but the largest number of members resided in Texas.
When secession came to Texas in early 1861, some 150 Knights helped Brig.
Gen. Ben McCulloch capture the federal military headquarters at the Alamo
in San Antonio. Many Knights also formed the nucleus of numerous Confederate companies from Texas, especially those that fought in New Mexico."
When the Civil War began, Sibley's vision to conquer the American
Southwest flowed from and elaborated on these established ideas of Texas
or southern expansion into Mexico, the Caribbean, and Central and South
America. Sibley had spent most of his military career in Texas where he developed an affinity for the state and its people, and had undoubtedly heard
the Texans trumpet their desire to expand their borders into the Southwest
and northern Mexico. His plan of conquest, mirroring their own expansionist
ideas, was the operational extension of their dream to extend southern civilization and Texas sovereignty to Hispanic and Indian peoples in the region. At
the same time, Texans personally believed that Sibley's venture would serve
the interests of their state, hometowns, and families.r'
In general most Texans served in Sibley's Brigade and fought in New
Mexico to ensure a prosperous future for themselves, their family, and their
state. That motivation; however, took different forms from soldier to soldier.
Most Texans who joined Sibley's Brigade generally had lived in the state
longer and developed deeper roots through businesses, occupations, and families than men who served in Texas regiments that fought farther east. Many
men, particularly northerners and Germans, in Sibley's Brigade hoped that
campaigning in New Mexico would reduce their chances of killing somebody
from their native state or country, or of becoming a casualty themselves, while
demonstrating their loyalty to Texas and the South. Another powerful influence on Texans' decision to fight in the Far Southwest was manifest destiny.
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Having circulated in Texas since the Republic Era, this expansionist doctrine
was strengthened by the introduction of the Knights of the Golden Circle to
the state. The invasion of New Mexico and Arizona by Confederate Texas
promised to advance the slavery cause and the state's economic outlook.
Overall, Texans in Sibley's Brigade wanted to guarantee a prosperous future
for Texas as a corridor to a southern Latin American empire. Although defeat
at the hands of Union forces in New Mexico dampened their enthusiasm,
these men continued to fight throughout the war for the cause of their homes
and families-their strongest attachments-and to maintain the prosperity
that they had enjoyed before the war.
Notes
1.

2.

Houston Tri-Weekly Telegraph, 12 May 1862.
The terms hearthand home and attachments will be used interchangeably throughout

the rest of the paper.
3. Chuck Carlock and V. M. Owens, History of the Tenth Texas Cavalry(Dismounted)
Regiment, ,86,-1865: "If we evergot whipped, I don't recollect it" (North Richland
Hills, Tex.: Smithfield Press, 2001), 6; Allan C. Ashcraft, Texas in the Civil War: A

Resume History (Austin: Texas Civil War Centennial Commission, 1962), 10; James
1. Robertson, Soldiers Blue and Gray, American Military History series (Columbia:
University of South Carolina Press, '988), 5; James M. McPherson, For Cause and
Comrades: Why Men Fought in the Civil War (New York: Oxford University Press,
'997),2', 30--3', 80, 95---96; Larry J. Daniel, Soldiering in the Army of Tennessee: A
Portrait ofLife in a Confederate Army (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,
'99'), 4; James M. McPherson, Drawn with the Sword: Reflections on the American
Civil War (New York: Oxford University Press, '996), '5; Donald S. Frazier, Blood
and Treasure: Confederate Empire in the Southwest, Texas A&M University Military
History Series, no. 4' (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, '995), 83; John
P. Wilson, ed., When the Texans Came: Missing Records from the Civil War in the
Southwest, 1861-1862 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2001), 301; John
P. Wilson and Jerry Thompson, eds., The Civil War in WestTexas and New Mexico:
The LostLetterbook of Brigadier General Henry Hopkins Sibley (El Paso: Texas Western
Press, 2001), 33,4°,43, Tl: and Michael L. Tate, ed., "A Johnny Reb in Sibley's New
Mexico Campaign: Reminiscences of Pvt. Henry C. Wright, ,86,-,862," East Texas
Historical [oumal zx, no. 2 (1987): 22, 23.
4. Robert L. Kerby, Confederate Invasion of New Mexico and Arizona, 1861-1862,
Great West and Indian Series, vol. '3 (1958; repr., Pasadena, Calif.: Westernlore
Publications, 1980); Martin Hardwick Hall, Sibley'sNew Mexico Campaign (Austin:
University of Texas Press, 1960); Martin H. Hall, Confederate Army of New Mexico
(Austin, Tex.: Presidial Press, 1978); Jerry D. Thompson, Colonel John Robert
Baylor: Texas Indian Fighter and Confederate Soldier, Monographs in Texas and
Confederate History, no. 5 (Hillsboro, Tex.: Hill Junior College Press, 1971); Jerry
D. Thompson, HenryHopkinsSibley: Confederate General oftheWest (Natchitoches,

FALL2010

GREAR-+425

La.: Northwestern State University Press, 1987); Alvin M. [osephy [r., The Civil War
in the American West (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1991); Frazier, Bloodand Treasure;
Thomas S. Edrington and John Taylor, The Battle of Glorieta Pass: A Gettysburg in
the West, March 26-28, 1862 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1998);
John Taylor, Bloody Valverde: A Civil WarBattleon the Rio Grande, February 21,1862
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1995); Don E. Alberts, The Battle of
Glorieta: UnionVictory in theWest, TexasA&M University Military History Series, no.
61 (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1998); Don E. Alberts, ed., Rebels
on the Rio Grande: The Civil WarJournals of A. B. Peticolas (Albuquerque: University
of New Mexico Press, 1984); Jerry D. Thompson, ed., Westward the Texans: The Civil
WarJournal of Private William RandolphHowell (El Paso: Texas Western Press, 1990);
Jerry D. Thompson, ed., From Desert to Bayou: The Civil WarJournal and Sketches of
Morgan WolfMerrick (El Paso:TexasWestern Press, 1991); Jerry D. Thompson, ed., Civil
Warin theSouthwest: Recollections of theSibleyBrigade, Canseco-Keck History Series,
no. 4 (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, ZOO1); Wilson, When the Texans
Came; and Wilson and Thompson, The Civil War in WestTexas and New Mexico.
5. Frazier, Bloodand Treasure, 74, 75, 83, 86; and Thompson, Henry Hopkins Sibley,

3- Z 14·
6. Frazier, Blood and Treasure, 13; Joseph G. Dawson III, "Texas, Jefferson Davis,
and Confederate National Strategy," in The Fate of Texas: The Civil War and the
Lone Star State, ed. Charles D. Grear, Civil War in the West series (Fayetteville:
University of Arkansas Press, zoob}, 1-z4; Hall, ConfederateArmy of New Mexico,
14; Thornpson, Civil War in the Southwest, xiv; W. H. Watford, "Confederate
Western Ambitions," Southwestern Historical Quarterly 44 (October 1940): 167;
Merle Durham, The Lone Star State Divided: Texans and the Civil War (Dallas,
Tex.: Hendrick-Long Publishing Co., 1994),4°; Martin H. Hall, "The Formation
of Sibley's Brigade and the March to New Mexico," in Lone Star Blue and Gray:
Essays on Texas in the Civil War, ed. Ralph A. Wooster (Austin: Texas State Historical
Association, 1995), 133; and Autobiographyand Reminiscences ofTheophilus Noel
(Chicago: Theophilus Noel Co. Press, 1904), 56.
7. T[ revanion]. T. Teel, "Sibley's New Mexican Campaign - Its Objects and the Causes
of Its Failure," in Battlesand Leaders of the Civil War, vol. z, North to Antietam, ed.
Robert U. Johnson and Clarence C. Buel (New York: T. Yoseloff, 1956), 700; and
Watford, "Confederate Western Ambitions," 167.
8. Hall, Sibley's New Mexico Campaign, 3-4; Jimmie Hicks, "Some Letters Concerning the Knights of the Golden Circle in Texas, 1860-1861," Southwestern Historical
Quarterly 65 (July 1961): z88; Douglas Hale, The Third Texas Cavalry in the Civil
War (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, zooo), zo; Walter L. Buenger, Secessionand the Union in Texas (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1984), 17; William H.
Bell, "Knights of the Golden Circle: Its Organization and Activities in Texas Prior
to the Civil War" (master's thesis, Texas College of Arts and Industries, 1965), 7; and
Watford, "Confederate Western Ambitions," 161.
9. Most people begin to establish attachments outside their immediate family to their
community around the age of five and form clear memories of family, home, and
community about the same time. Nora S. Newcombe, Anna Bullock Drummey,
Nathan A. Fox, Eunhui Lai , Wendy Ottinger-Alberts, "Remembering Early Child-

426? NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME85, NUMBER4

hood: How Much, How, and Why (or Why Not)," CurrentDirections in Psychological
Science 9, no. 2 (2000): 55-58. Census records do not provide accurate information
on the year migrants arrived in Texas. To collect accurate data on the origins of the

4,200 men of the Second, Fourth, Fifth, and Seventh Texas Mounted Volunteers
in Sibley's Brigade and on the specific year individual soldiers arrived in Texas, I
consulted Kathryn Hooper Davis, Linda Ericson Devereaux, and Carolyn Reeves
Ericson, camps., Texas Confederate Home Roster: With AddedData from Confederate
HomeLedgers (Nacogdoches, Tex.: Ericson Books, 2003), In the same source, I found
information on 195 men from Sibley's Brigade, as well as statistics on 47 men out of
the 1,170 men who comprised Terry's Texas Rangers and information on 69 men out
of the 4,5°0 men who comprised Hood's Texas Brigade. See also Hall, Confederate
Army of New Mexico; Tate, "A Johnny Reb in Sibley's New Mexico Campaign," 22;
and Oscar Hass, ed., "The Diary of Julius Giesecke, 1861-1862," Military History of
the Southwest 18 (1988): 49.
10. Frazier, Bloodand Treasure, 21; and Ray Charles Colton, The Civil War in the Western
Territories: Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, and Utah (1959; repr., Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1984), 3-4.
11. Reily is quoted in J. Fred Rippy, "Mexican Projects of the Confederates," Southwestern
Historical Quarterly 22 (April 1919): 294.
12. Hall, Confederate Army of New Mexico, 19; Frazier, Blood and Treasure, 40; and
Enrique B. D'Hamel, The Adventures of a Tenderfoot (Suffolk, Va.: Robert Hardy
Publications, 1986), 8.
13. T. R. Fehrenbach, Lone Star: A History of Texas and the Texans (New York: Macmillan, 1968), 280; Robert L. Kerby, Kirby Smith's Confederacy: The Trans-Mississippi
South, 1863-1865 (1972; repr., Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1991), 13, 4;
Allen Ashcraft, "Texas, 1860-1866: The Lone Star State in the Civil War" (PhD diss.,
Columbia University, 1960), 137; and Gary Clayton Anderson, The Conquestof Texas:
Ethnic Cleansing in the Promise Land, 1820-1875 (Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 2005), 226.
14. Martin H. Hall, "Planters vs. Frontiersman: Conflict in Confederate Indian Policy,"
in Essays on the AmericanCivil War, camp. Frank E. Vandiver, Martin H. Hall, and
Homer L. Kerr, Walter Prescott Webb Memorial Lectures series (Austin: University of
Texas Press, 1968),46-47, 51; George Wythe Baylor, John RobertBaylor: Confederate
Governor of Arizona, Arizona History Series (Tucson: Arizona Pioneers' Historical
Society, 1966), 1, 2, 29; W. Henry Miller, Pioneering North Texas (San Antonio,
Tex.: Naylor Company, 1953), 66; Ida Lasater Huckabay, Ninety-Four Years in Jack
County, 1854-1948 (Jacksboro, Tex.: n.p., 1949), 56; Carrie J. Crouch, A History of
Young County, Texas, Texas County and Local History Series (Austin: Texas State
Historical Association, 1956), 23; Hall, Confederate Army of New Mexico, 296; and
Frazier, Bloodand Treasure, 26.
15. Thompson, ColonelJohn Robert Baylor, 25; and Brown quoted in Baylor, John Robert
Baylor, 4-5.
16. John Baylor to Thomas Helm, 20 March 1862, in U.S. War Department, The War of
the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Armies, 4 series, 128 vols. (Washington, D.C.: GPO, 1880-1901), ser. 1,vol. 50, pt. 1, p.
942 [hereafter OR]; Baylor, John Robert Baylor, 13; and Hall, "Planters vs. Frontiersmen," 56-57.

FALL2010

GREAR~427

17. Baylor issued an extermination order to Capt. Thomas Helm, whose unit was guarding the Pinos Altos mines. Baylor to Helm, 20 March 1862, in OR, ser. 1, vol. 50, p.
942. Hall, "Planters vs. Frontiersmen," 59, 64; Baylor, John Robert Baylor, 15; and
[osephy, The Civil War in the American West, 42, 51.
18. [osephy, The Civil War in the American West, 53; Frazier, Bloodand Treasure, 40,83,
86; Thompson, HenryHopkins Sibley, 222; Thompson, Colonel John RobertBaylor,
25;Martin Hardwick Hall, "The Formation of Sibley's Brigade and the March to New
Mexico," Southwestern Historical Quarterly 61 (January 1958): 389; and Colton, The
Civil War in the Western Territories, 22.
19. Tate, "A Johnny Reb in Sibley's New Mexico Campaign," 23·
20. Randolph B. Campbell, An Empire for Slavery: The Peculiar Institution in Texas,
1821-1865 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1989),2, 50, 52, 53, 54.
21. DeMorse established the first major newspaper in the state of Texas for the Democratic
Party. He and his newspaper were the voice of the party and its proslavery ideals,
which dominated the state. Campbell, An Empire for Slavery, 3, 95; and Charles
DeMorse, Clarksville (Tex.) Standard, 19 February 1859.
22. Campbell, An Empire for Slavery, 50, 61-62; Fehrenbach, Lone Star, 310; Chandra
Manning, What This Cruel War Was Over: Soldiers, Slavery, and the Civil War
(New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2007), 22, 24; and Michael A. Morrison, Slavery and
the American West: The Eclipse of Manifest Destiny and the Coming of the Civil
War (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1997), 26, 31-32,276,277. A
few elected officials and federal appointees in New Mexico Territory wanted this
expansion of slavery to occur. Secretary of the New Mexico Territory Alexander M.
Jackson, a southern sympathizer in the federal territorial government, wrote, "Having
for several years looked forward to the action now being taken by the Southern States,
I fully appreciated the importance on my arrival in this Territory of legislation by the
Territorial Assembly for the protection of slave property." Alexander M. Jackson, 17
February 1861, Santa Fe, New Mexico, quoted in Wilson, When the Texans Came, 18.
The barring of slavery from the territories acquired by the United States from Mexico
in the U.S.-Mexico War was one reason that southerners called for secession.

23. Richard G. Lowe and Randolph B. Campbell, Planters and PlainFolk: Agriculture in
AntebellumTexas (Dallas, Tex.: Southern Methodist University Press, 1987), 189; and
Paul D. Lack, "Slavery and Vigilantism in Austin, Texas, 1840--1860," Southwestern
Historical Quarterly 85 (July 1981): 1.
24. Slaves constituted the majority of South Carolina's total population. Such large numbers exacerbated fears that a slave revolt would overrun the smaller white population.
Fehrenbach, LoneStar, 328; Buenger, Secession and the Union in Texas, 21; Campbell,
An Empire for Slavery, 219, 220; William W. White, "The Texas Slave Insurrection of

186o," Southwestern Historical Quarterly 52 (January 1949): 259;and Manning, What
This Cruel War Was Over, 35.
25. Fehrenbach, Lone Star, 328; Bill Ledbetter, "Slave Unrest and White Panic: The
Impact of Black Republicanism in Ante-Bellum Texas," Texana 10 (1972): 335, 341;
and McPherson, For Cause and Comrades, 107, 170, 172; and Manning, What This
Cruel WarWas Over, 33. See also Edmund S. Morgan, American Slavery, American
Freedom: The OrdealofColonial Virginia (New York: W. W. Norton, 1975), 3-25.
26. John Marshall, Austin Texas State Gazette, 20 April 1861.

428+ NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 85, NU MBER 4

27. Teel, "Sibley's New Mexican Campaign," 700.
28. Taylor to Pa, Ft. Bliss, 7 July 1861, in "The Taylor Letters: Confederate Correspondence
from Fort Bliss, 1861," ed. Martin Hardwick Hall, Military History ofTexas and the
Southwest 15, no. 2 (1979): 54; and Manning, What This Cruel WarWas Over, 30.
29. Anthony Kellett, Combat Motivation: The Behavior ofSoldiers in Battle (Boston:
Kluwer-Nijhoff Publishing, 1982), 327.
30. Odie B. Faulk, GeneralTom Green: Fightin'Texan (Waco, Tex.: Texian Press, 1963),
2,4,5; Thompson, HenryHopkins Sibley, 223; and Frazier, Bloodand Treasure, 79,
80.
31. Thompson, Westward the Texans, 50; and Frazier, Bloodand Treasure, 87.
32. Alberts, Rebels on the Rio Grande, 1, 9; and Frazier, Bloodand Treasure, 88.
33. Davis, Devereaux, and Ericson, Texas Confederate Home Roster; Hall, Confederate
Anny ofNew Mexico; Tate, "A Johnny Reb in Sibley's New Mexico Campaign," 22;
Hass, "The Diary of Julius Giesecke," 49; Charles David Grear, "For Land and Family:
Local Attachments and the Grapevine Volunteers in the Civil War," MilitaryHistory
oftheWest 33(2003): 9; Frazier, Bloodand Treasure, 88; and Terry G. Jordan-Bychkov,
Allen R. Branum, and Paula K. Hood, eds., "The Boesel Letters: Two Germans in
Sibley's Brigade," Southwestern Historical Quarterly 102 (April 1999): 465-66.
34. Thompson, Henry Hopkins Sibley, 222, 223; Ralph A. Wooster, "Texas in the Southern
War for Independence," in The Texas MilitaryExperience: From the Texas Revolution
through World War II, ed. Joseph G. Dawson III, Texas A&M University Military
History Series, no. 43 (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1995), 76; and
Frazier, Bloodand Treasure, 36,97,
35. Frazier, Bloodand Treasure, 89-90.
36. George W. Walling to Thomas Burrowes, 5 February 1866, Hays Co., Texas, Burrowes
Family Papers, Briscoe Center for American History, University of Texas, Austin.
Walling quotes Edward T. Burrowes in this letter to the latter's brother.

37. J. W. DeWees, Memoir, 1 January 1919, Seventh Texas Cavalry File, Texas Heritage
Museum, Hill College, Hillsboro, Texas.

38. Tate, "A Johnny Reb in Sibley's New Mexico Campaign," 22; and William Lott
Davidson, "Reminiscences of the Old Brigade on the March - In the Front of the
Field-as Witnessed by the Writers during the Rebellion," Overton (Tex.) SharpShooter, 10 November 1887.
39. Ferdinand Boesel to Family in Germany, 17July 1862, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, in
"The Boesel Letters," [ordan-Bychkov, Branum, and Hood, 465.
40. Lindheimer, Editorial, Neu-Braunfelser (Tex.) Zeitung, 11 January 1861.
41. Frazier, Bloodand Treasure, W-60; Hall, Confederate Anny ofNew Mexico, 21; Dale
Baum, The Shattering ofTexas Unionism: Politics in the Lone Star State during the
CivilWarEra (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1998),46; and Buenger,
Secession and the Union in Texas, 62-63.
42. William C. Binkley, The Expansionist Movement in Texas, 1836-185° (1925; repr.,
New York: Da Capo Press, 1970), 219.
43. Dallas Herald, 29 February 1860.
44. "Life of Gen. Burleson," in The Texas Almanac, 1857-1873: A Compendium ofTexas
History, comp.James M. Day (Waco, Tex.: Texian Press, 1967),246-47. Quotation
also appears in Mark E. Nackman, "The Making of the Texan Citizen Soldier,
1835-1860," Southwestern Historical Quarterly 78 (January 1975): 253.

FALL2010

GREAR~429

45. Reginald Horsman, Race and Manifest Destiny: The Origins of American Racial

Anglo-Saxonism (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1981), 2,5-6; and Richard Drinnon, Facing West: The Metaphysics ofIndian-Hating and Empire-Building
(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1980), xvii-xviii.
46. Henry Nash Smith, Virgin Land:TheAmerican WestasSymboland Myth (1950; repr.,
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1970), chaps. 1-2; Buenger, Secession

and the Union in Texas, 17;and ColumbiaTelegraph andTexas Register, 16September
1837. See also Frazier, Bloodand Treasure, 7.
47. There is no evidence that avenging the failed Texan Santa Fe Expedition of 1841
motivated the Texans who enlisted in Sibley's Brigade. Frazier, Bloodand Treasure,
7; Binkley, The ExpansionistMovement in Texas, 1836-1850, 221; [osephy, The Civil
War in the AmericanWest, 42;and F. Stanley, The Civil War in New Mexico (Denver:
World Press, 196o), 116.
48. Buenger, Secession and the Union in Texas, 18; and Austin Texas State Gazette, 4
April18w

49. Austin Texas State Gazette, 23 February 1861.
50. Frazier, Blood and Treasure, 4, 13;and Buenger, Secession and the Union in Texas,
17·
51. Hale, The Third Texas Cavalry in the Civil War, 27; Frazier, Blood and Treasure, 13;
Mark C. Carnes, Secret Ritual and Manhood in Victorian America (New Haven,
Conn.: Yale University Press, 1989), 7; Bell, "Knights of the Golden Circle," 4, 7; Roy
Sylvan Dunn, "The KGC in Texas, 1860--1861," Southwestern Historical Quarterly 70
(April 1967): 543; and Hicks, "Some Letters Concerning the Knights of the Golden
Circle," 80.

52. Marshall Texas Republican, 23 March 1861. This article also appears in Donald E.
Reynolds, Editors Make War: SouthernNewspapers in the Secession Crisis (Nashville,
Tenn.: Vanderbilt University Press, 1966), 177-78. Hicks, "Some Letters Concerning
the Knights of the Golden Circle," 288; Dunn, "The KGC in Texas," 545; and Bell,
"Knights of the Golden Circle," 187.
53· Frazier, Bloodand Treasure, 14; Dunn, "The KGC in Texas," 557; Bell, "Knights of
the Golden Circle," 45, 181; and Hicks, "Some Letters Concerning the Knights of
the Golden Circle in Texas," 301.
54· Durham, The Lone Star State Divided, 40; Faulk, General Tom Green, 36-37; Martin
H. Hall, Confederate Army of New Mexico, 13;Hall, Sibley's New Mexico Campaign,
31; and Hall, "The Formation of Sibley's Brigade and the March to New Mexico," 133.

